The Beaufort 



"Over thousands of years sailors have learnt to estimate the speed of the wind just by 
looking about- This technique matured into what we now call the Beaufort scale. The universe 
tells you everything you need to know about it as long as you are prepared to watch, to 
listen, to smell, in short to observe" ,^.,Howtoons 2000 


SEA 

Ripples with the appearance oF scales 
are formed, but without foam crests 

LANP 

direction of wind shewn by smoke Put 
not by wind vanes 



FORCE 



SEA 

Small wavetets. Crests have a glassy 
appearance and do not break 

LAMP 

Wind felt on face; leaves rustle; 
ordinary vane moved by wind 



SEA 

large wavelets. Crests begin to break- 
Foam of glassy appearance. 

LAMP 

leaves and small twigs in constant 
motion; wind extends light flag 


FORCE 


SPEED 

11-16 Knots 
13-1© nqph 
IQ-29 km/h 

SEA 

Small waves, becoming longer, faitfy 
frequent white horses 

LAMP 

Raises dUst and loose paper; small 
branches are moved 


FORCE 


SPEED 

17-21 Knots 
19-2H fflpft 
30-39 Xm/ii 

SEA 

Moderate waves, cakng a more pronounced 
long Fsrmj many vmite horses are Formed- 

LANO 

Small trees In leaf begin to sway; 
wavelet© form on inland water© 


FORCE SPEED 


SEA 


larga waves begin to Form; Che white Foam 
crests are more extensive everywhere. 

large branches in motion; whistling nesnd tn 
telegraph wres; umbrellas use dlfflolt- 


FORCE 



SEA 


Sea heaps up and white fowl firom breaking 
waves starts to blow in streaks with wind. 


Whoie trees in motion; wtneltos discarded; 
Eiconvenience felt when racing 



SPEED 

SH-HQ Knots 
3S-*4S nph 
©3-75 firtt/rt 

SEA 

Moderate htfl waves of greater fength; ed^eS 
of crests begin to break ir®o spirant. 

LAMP 

Breaks twigs off trees; generally 
impedes progress 




